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El Salmiyah well delivers significant flow rates 
The recently completed El Salmiyah development well on the Abu Sennan concession in 

Egypt has demonstrated that the main target of the well is potentially much larger than 

originally anticipated. During testing, El Salmiyah delivered flow rates of approximately 

4,100 bopd of oil and 18 mmcfpd of gas from the Kharita Reservoir. With these additional 

volumes on stream, the company estimates that United’s net production from its 22% 

interest in Abu Sennan is likely to exceed 2,500 boepd within the coming weeks. 

The El Salmiyah-5 development well was spudded on the Abu Sennan concession (United: 

22%) on 3 February 2020. The well reached a total depth of 4,400 metres measured depth 

(3,911 TVDSS – true vertical depth sub surface) with the primary target being the previously 

undrained reservoirs of the Kharita Formation. Secondary objectives within the well included 

the Abu Roash C and Abu Roash E formations.  

Net pay totalling over 120 metres was encountered in all of the targeted reservoirs which 

exceeded pre-drill estimates by a considerable margin. Of particular note, the main Kharita 

target interval encountered c.16 metres shallow to prognosis which indicated a larger than 

expected undrained area updip of existing wells on the field. 

This data was augmented significantly by well test results which delivered flow rates of 4,100 

bopd of oil and an additional 18 mmcfpd of gas. As yet, United notes that it is too early to 

draw definitive conclusions regarding the oil volumes associated with the well. However, the 

company is confident that El Salmiyah could be brought on stream close to the headline test 

rates, although over the longer term the operator Kuwait Energy may choke back volumes to 

deliver sustainable production through the existing field facilities. It should be noted that, the 

El Salmiyah test results relate only to the Kharita reservoir and that there is likely to be further 

upside from the additional zones in the well, where test results have yet to be announced.  

With oil prices recovering somewhat from a major trough in April, United states that output 

from El Salmiyah will contribute to net production rising to over 2,500 boepd in the coming 

weeks. This compares to 1,850 boepd as recently as early April when the successful ASH-2 well 

came on stream. Even at low oil prices, Abu Sennan is expected to generate solid operating 

margins as a function of low operating costs of only c.$6.50 per bbl across Abu Sennan.  

We estimate that 35%-40% of United’s Egyptian oil and gas production is contracted at fixed 

prices in 2020 including a floor price of $60/bbl for 6,600 bbls of oil per month for the next 30 

months as part of the company’s pre-payment facility with BP. Additionally we estimate that 

when gas production from El Salmiyah is on stream, up to 30% of total production will be gas 

sold under fixed price contracts that are relatively insensitive to oil price movements.  

Despite the impact of considerably lower oil prices, compared to the earlier part of the year, 

and a deferred drilling programme in Egypt, Abu Sennan is proving to be an incredibly robust 

asset and at our valuation of 4.4p per share, we calculate that the value of Abu Sennan 

alone exceeds the level of the current share price comfortably. We also believe that the 

deferral of capex in Egypt and Italy, the reduction of group level administration costs and the 

potential for several divestments in the Wessex Basin of the UK places United in a strong 

position to conserve cash and weather the current industry headwinds. With this solid 

foundation in place, we are establishing a refreshed valuation of 8.1p per share now that a 

semblance of stability is returning to the sector. Note that this does not include any value for 

the Walton Morant licence in Jamaica. Should discussions with the relevant authorities lead 

to an extension for United on this licence, it would add at least a further 1.8p, bringing 

United’s valuation to 9.8p per share.  
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United valuation summary 

Outlined in the table below is current our sum of the parts valuation for United. Our indicative valuations have 

been generated in a combination of US dollars (Euros in the case of Podere Gallina in Italy) and converted into a 

Sterling equivalent at an average exchange rate of US$1.26: £1.00. Within our valuation, we have adjusted our 

valuation for the company’s interest in Abu Sennan to reflect the recent turmoil in the market precipitated by 

the global coronavirus pandemic and the recent sharp decline in oil prices. We have also removed valuations for 

several exploration assets in the UK and Jamaica for reasons outlined below. 

Our aggregate valuation table below is based on 619.2 million shares in issue and our fully diluted calculation 

factors in an additional 97.0 million warrants and options at exercise prices of between 1.0p and 8.0p per share.  

 

Valuation summary 

      Valuation Valuation Undiluted Diluted 

Licence Country Status US$m £m p p 

Abu Sennan Egypt Production/Development 34.1 27.1 4.4 3.8 

Podere Gallina (Selva field) Italy Development  6.0 4.7 0.8 0.7 

Podere Gallina Italy Contingent resources 1.3 1.0 0.2 0.1 

Podere Gallina Italy Prospective resources 1.9 1.5 0.2 0.2 

P2366 (Crown) UK Appraisal 3.8 3.0 0.5 0.4 

PL090 (Waddock Cross) UK Appraisal/Development 5.0 4.0 0.6 0.6 

PL090 (Broadmayne) UK Exploration 3.7 3.0 0.5 0.4 

UKCS 31st Licensing Round UK Exploration 6.5 5.1 0.8 0.7 

Overheads 

 

Corporate -0.9 -0.8 -0.1 -0.1 

Cash (debt) 

 

Corporate 1.6 1.3 0.2 0.2 

Options and warrants 

 

Corporate 5.9 4.7 0.0 0.7 

Core valuation     68.8 54.6 8.1 7.6 

Walton-Morant Jamaica Exploration 13.7 10.9 1.8 1.5 

Potential upside valuation     82.6 65.5 9.8 9.1 

Source: Optiva estimates 

 

Egypt - Abu Sennan 

In our initial assessment of United’s interest in Abu Sennan, we ascribed an initial valuation of US$34.8m for 

the company’s 22% working interest in February 2020. However, one should note that this was based the 

assumption that oil prices would average $60 per barrel over the life of the field and the company would 

participate in a full four well drilling programme over the course of 2020 with a commensurate increase in 

production thereafter. 

Much has changed over the last three months. In particular, the simultaneous global impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic coupled with the collapse in demand for crude precipitated a significant reduction in oil prices over 

the last three months and an almost total cessation of near term drilling activity across the oil and gas sector. 

United has outlined that drilling activity on Abu Sennan has been deferred for the time being although the 

planned programme is ready to be reinstated by the operator should market conditions improve. 

Consequently, we have not factored any further drilling on Abu Sennan into our assumptions over the next six 

months.  
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Oil prices have recovered significantly from the nadir of $20 per barrel in late April 2020 and Brent is currently 

testing the $40 per barrel benchmark as of the date of this report. Although, we expect that average oil prices 

will be a shade over $30 per barrel in Q2, the Q1 average was actually over $51 and we anticipate that an 

average of c.$40 over the second half of 2020 indicates that an average crude prices could be at least $40 per 

barrel in the current year as demand and supply begin to rebalance. This pricing is factored into our valuation 

of United’s interest in Abu Sennan for 2020.  

With regard to our oil price estimates looking further ahead, we anticipate a recovery in oil prices in 2021 and 

2022 as average crude prices strengthen to average $50 and $60 per barrel respectively. For the remaining life 

of the Abu Sennan field, we have held prices flat at the 2022 level. 

 

Oil prices and drilling deferment offset by production increases 

With the ASH-2 well currently producing at over 3,000 bopd and El Salmiyah likely to come on stream at a 

similar rate within the coming weeks, we believe that gross production across the Abu Sennan concession 

could comfortably exceed 11,300 boepd in H2 2020. This implies a net production level of at least 2,500 boepd 

for United which we have factored into the second half of the current year.  

Despite the impact of considerably lower oil prices in 2020 and a deferred drilling programme, our valuation of 

United’s 22% interest in Abu Sennan is still a robust $34m. This is supported by the fact that over one third of 

United’s Egyptian oil and gas production is contracted at fixed prices. This includes a floor price of US$60/bbl 

for 6,600 barrels of oil per month for the next 30 months as part of the company’s pre-payment facility with 

BP. Additionally, Additionally, we estimate that once El Salmiyah is on stream, up to 30% of Egyptian net 

production will be gas sold under fixed price contracts. 

 

Other assets 

Divestments 

United has outlined previously that it will not be continuing its option for Block B in Benin and has written 

down the value of the Colter discovery on UK licence P1918. As such, we have removed these from our 

summary valuation. The company is also seeking to divest its assets in the Wessex Basin onshore UK, which 

include the Waddock Cross and Broadmayne fields on licence PL090. As we perceive that these assets still 

represent value to the company, these remain in our aggregate calculations until such a time when market 

conditions improve and United can effect a divestment. 

 

Jamaica 

United also notes that Tullow Oil has written down the value of the Walton Morant licence in Jamaica within its 

last preliminary results statement. United has initiated discussions with the Jamaican government in regard to 

a path forward for Walton Morant. However, we believe that with Egypt progressing so positively despite the 

current tough market conditions, United is likely to focus on delivering further upside from Abu Sennan for the 

foreseeable future.  

Consequently, we have removed valuation for Walton Morant from our core valuation although it is 

represented as potential valuation upside should circumstances change over the next few months. 
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Italy 

In Italy, the approval process for the Selva gas field is continuing although the Italian government’s response to 

the Covid-19 pandemic has slowed down overall progress. The target for first gas from Selva has now been 

deferred to H1 2021 and although United is keen to complete the development of Selva, the deferral of the 

remaining capex is expected to retain US$0.5m in the company until 2021. As such, the impact on our valuation 

of Selva is marginal at this stage. 

 

UK Central North Sea 

Finally, we have included a modest valuation for United’s licence P2480 located in the UK Central North Sea 

(UOG: 100%) which was acquired in the UK 31
st

 Offshore Licensing Round in September 2019. Although this is 

at an early stage of development currently, the licence includes the promising Zeta prospect which is estimated 

to contain over 90 mmbbls of oil in place.  

To this volume, we have assumed a recovery rate of 30% to generate recoverable resources of 27mmbbls and 

to this we have applied a CoS of 40%, a unit NPV of $5.00 per barrel of oil in the ground and a commercial 

chance of success of 60%. Assuming that United can expedite a farm down to a 20% carried interest in the 

prospect at a later stage; we have generated an initial valuation of $6.5m for United’s notional interest in the 

Zeta prospect.  

We believe that this early valuation is justified given the success that the company had in completing the $5m 

(gross) sale of the North Sea Blocks 15/18d and 15/19b to Anasuria Hibiscus UK Limited in December 2019, 

which contained the considerably smaller Crown discovery. 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION INTO THE UNITED STATES, JAPAN, CANADA OR AUSTRALIA 

General disclaimers 

OSL’s investment research products are paid for by corporate clients as part of their retainer fee. As such, this document falls under Article 12 3 

(b) of the European Commission’s Delegated Directive of 7 April 2016 and it qualifies as an ‘acceptable minor non-monetary benefit’ and does 

not qualify as ‘chargeable research’. OSL are therefore able to send this document to investors without the requirement for any compensation 

to be paid to OSL from the recipients – it is ‘freely available’. 

This is a marketing communication under the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”). It has not been prepared in accordance with legal 

requirements designed to promote the independence of investment research and is not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the 

dissemination of investment research. 

This document, which presents the Optiva Securities Limited (“OSL”) research department’s view, cannot be regarded as “investment research” 

in accordance with the FCA definition. The contents are based upon sources of information believed to be reliable but no warranty or 

representation, expressed or implied, is given as to their accuracy or completeness. Any opinion reflects OSL’s judgement at the date of 

publication and neither OSL, nor any of its affiliated or associated companies, nor any of their directors or employees accepts any responsibility 

in respect of the information or recommendations contained herein which, moreover, are subject to change without notice.  OSL accepts no 

liability whatsoever (in negligence or otherwise) for any loss howsoever arising from any use of this document or its contents or otherwise 

arising in connection with this document (except in respect of wilful default and to the extent that any such liability cannot be excluded by the 

applicable law). 

The document is confidential and is being supplied solely for your information.  It must not be copied or re-distributed to another person / 

organisation without OSL’s prior written consent. 

This is not a personal recommendation, offer, or a solicitation, to buy or sell any investment referred to in this document. The material is general 

information intended for recipients who understand the risks associated with investment. It does not take account of whether an investment, 

course of action, or associated risks are suitable for the recipient. 

OSL manages its conflicts in accordance with its conflict management policy. For example, OSL may provide services (including corporate finance 

advice) where the flow of information is restricted by a Chinese wall. Accordingly, information may be available to OSL that is not reflected in 

this document. OSL and its affiliated or associated companies may have acted upon or used research recommendations before they have been 

published. 

This document is approved and issued by OSL for publication only to UK persons who are authorised persons under the Financial Services and 

Markets Act 2000 and to professional clients, as defined by Directive 2004/39/EC as set out in the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority. Retail 

clients (as defined by rules of the FCA) must not rely on this document.  

Specific disclaimers 
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This document has been produced by OSL independently of UOG. Opinions and estimates in this document are entirely those of OSL as part of 

its internal research activity. OSL has no authority whatsoever to make any representation or warranty on behalf of UOG. 

NEITHER THIS DOCUMENT NOR ANY COPY OF IT MAY BE TAKEN OR TRANSMITTED INTO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, OR DISTRIBUTED, 

DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OR TO ANY US PERSON AS DEFINED IN REGULATION S UNDER THE UNITED 

STATES SECURITIES ACT OF 1933. ANY FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS RESTRICTION MAY CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF UNITED STATES 

SECURITIES LAWS. 

NEITHER THIS DOCUMENT NOR ANY COPY OF IT MAY BE TAKEN OR TRANSMITTED INTO CANADA OR DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA OR TO ANY 
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RESIDENT THEREOF EXCEPT IN COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE AUSTRALIAN SECURITIES LAWS. ANY FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS 

RESTRICTION MAY CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF AUSTRALIAN SECURITIES LAWS. 

NEITHER THIS DOCUMENT NOR ANY COPY OF IT MAY BE TAKEN OR TRANSMITTED INTO OR DISTRIBUTED INTO JAPAN OR TO ANY RESIDENT 

THEREOF FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITATION OR SUBSCRIPTION OR OFFER FOR SALE OF ANY SECURITIES. ANY FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS 

RESTRICTION MAY CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF JAPANESE SECURITIES LAWS. 

NEITHER THIS REPORT NOR ANY COPY HEREOF MAY BE DISTRIBUTED IN ANY JURISDICTION OUTSIDE THE UK WHERE ITS DISTRIBUTION MAY BE 

RESTRICTED BY LAW. PERSONS WHO RECEIVE THIS REPORT SHOULD MAKE THEMSELVES AWARE OF AND ADHERE TO ANY SUCH RESTRICTIONS. 

Copyright © 2020 Optiva Securities Limited, all rights reserved. Additional information is available upon request. 

 

Optiva Securities Limited, 49 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 5AZ 

Tel: 0203 137 1902, Fax: 0870 130 1571 

Member of the London Stock Exchange. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


